WILLIAM BURK
a man; but a woman, the only one on board, having the
curiosity to look on the deck, lost her life by a chain-shot,
which severed her head from her body. The common men
shared each fifteen pounds prize-money on these captures,
but some of the principal officers got sufficient to make
them easy for life.
The ship was stationed for three years in the West Indies,
during which time Burk learned the art of stealing every-
thing that he could secrete without detection. At Jamaica
there was a woman who had been transported from New-
gate some years before, but having married a planter, who
soon died, she was left in affluent circumstances, and took
a tavern. Wanting a white servant, she prevailed on the
captain to let Will attend her customers.
The boy was pleased with his new situation, and might
have continued in it as long as he was on the island, but
he could not refrain from defrauding his mistress; but
she herself had been a thief, and soon detected him.
Thereupon he fell on his knees and begged pardon, which
was granted; but he was ordered to depart the house
immediately.
Alarmed at the danger from which he had escaped he
seems to have formed a temporary resolution to live honestly
in future, and with that view shipped himself for Maryland,
where a merchant would have employed him but the captain
he sailed with would not permit him to accept the offer.
Hence he made a voyage to the coast of Guinea, where he
had a very narrow escape of being murdered by the natives,
who killed several of his shipmates.
On the return of his ship from Guinea to England the
weather was so bad that they were five months on their
voyage to the port of Bristol, during which they suffered
innumerable hardships. Their provisions were so reduced
that they were almost famished, the allowance of each man
for the whole day being not so much as he could eat at two
mouthfuls; and at length they were obliged to fast five days
successively.
However they reached the port in safety; and, notwith-
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